
2008 Re ort

We are  proud to  share  w i th  you our  accompl ishments  in  2008.  Thank you to  our

valuable members and dedicated volunteers who cont inue to give CAAM their

greatest  support .  This annual  repor l  documents what we have done, what we

have learned,  and what  we are  p lann ing  fo r  2009.

As we close the f inal  year of  my term as the Chairman of  the Board of  Directors,  I

am pleased to say that the past twelve months have been an extraordinary

per iod  o f  dynamism,  op t im ism,  and growth  a t  CAAM.  Dur ing  2008,  CAAM

cont rnued to  bes t  use  i t s  resources .  CAAM a lso  cont inued to  bu i ld  and

s t rengthen par tnersh ips  and co l labora t ions  across  the  who le  Ch inese

comnrunrty.  A noteworlhy col laborat ion dur ing 2008 was the CAAM's imporlant

ro le  to  lead a  communi ty -w ide  fund- ra is ing  campaign  fo r  the  5-23  S ichuan

Earlhquake School  Reconstruct ion Fund from May to August.  A total  of  more

than $150,000 has  been ra ised and most  o f  the  fund has  been t rans fer red  to

Sichuan Red Cross and is ready to be used for a targeted middle school  rebui ld

project .  CAAM act ively cal led for  the act ion,  set  up a bank donat ion account and

an on l ine  donat ion  account ,  and ar ranged fund- ra is ing  events .  Th is  has  been the

rnost successful  fund dr ive in our community history to raise th is amount of  fund

for the char i ty purpose. 2008 Fest ival  of  Nat ion that CAAM part ic ipated in was a

big success. We are pleased to see more and more young volunteers jo in our

vo lun teer  team to  he lp  a t  our  booths .  CAAM has  a lso  cont inued to  p lay  an  ac t ive

ro le  in  many loca l  events .  Here  is  the  l i s t  o f  some o f  the  events .

.  Ch inese New Year  Ce lebra t ion ,  in  February

.  Ch inese Ar t  Exh ib i t  2008,  in  Apr i l

r  Dragon Fes t iva l ,  in  May

,  Fes t iva l  o f  Nat ions ,  in  Apr i l /May

.  Chrna S ichuan Ear lhquake Schoo l  Reconst ruc t ion  Fund Ra is ing ,  f rom

May to  August



.  CDT Fami ly  Days  and Schoo l  Show,  in  June

.  CDT Annua l  Produc t ion ,  in  September

.  Un ivers i ty  o f  M innesota  Confuc ius  Ins t i tu te  Grand Open ing  Ce lebra t ion

Concer l  (J iangxu Ar ts  Troupe) ,  in  September

.  M inhua Chorus  Annua l  Produc t ion ,  in  November

.  Appass ionata  Ch ina  Concer t ,  in  November

The reputa t ion  o f  CAAM cont inues  to  g row both  w i th in  the  Ch inese communi ty

and ou ts ide  o f  the  communi ty  because o f  our  ou ts tand ing  ou t reach programs

and r i ch  ac t iv i t ies .  I  am so  proud o f  our  board  d i rec to rs  and a l l  o f  our  vo lun teers

who have contr ibuted their  best  to CAAM and our community.  We look fonruard to

hav ing  your  suppor t  in  the  fu tu re .

In  2008,  CAAM Chinese Dance Theater  exper ienced some d i f f i cu l t ies ,  inc lud ing

a load o f  admin is t ra t ion  works  w i thout  a  fu l l - t ime manag ing  d i rec to r ,  and some

other  management  i ssues .  But  the  manag ing  commi t tee  pu t  on  grea t  e f fo r t  to

overcome a l l  these,  and in  September  they  showcased a  very  success fu l  annua l

produc t ion  a t  the  O 'Shaughnessey  Aud i to r ium aga in .

ln  2008,  CAAM Chinese Language Schoo l  ma in ta ined a  good s ize  o f  about  300

students and the school  s i te lease contract  has been renewed for another 4

years .  The schoo l ' s  f inanc ia l  s ta tus  is  in  a  hea l thy  cond i t ion .

At  the  end o f  2008,  CAAM is  in  a  so l id  f inanc ia l  pos i t ion ,  The numbers  f rom our

balance sheet may not look as good as the numbers f rom the past few years,  but

s ince  we don ' t  have any  major  expenses ,  we are  s t i l l  i n  a  good pos i t ion  dur ing

th is  economic  down tu rn .

Due to  the  wor ld -w ide  economic  c r is is ,  2009 w i l l  be  a  cha l leng ing  year  fo r  most

o f  our  members  and many organ iza t ions ,  and I  be l ieve  CAAM wi l l  no t  be  an

except ion .  We wi l l  con t inue to  work  w i th  o ther  o rgan iza t ions  c lose ly .  We wi l l

update  our  by- law to  p rov ide  gu ide l ines  to  be t te r  address  the  needs o f  our



communi ty  We wt l l  con t inue to  re ly  on  our  members '  and vo lun teers '  suppor ts .

Your support  is  not only important to CAAM, but also to our whole beloved

communi ty  fo r  the  years  to  come.

I t  has been a pr iv i lege for me to serve this great organizat ion as President.  At

the end of  2008 |  wi l l  f in ish my fourth term. I  have been serving on the board for

seven fu l l  years .  I  hope i t  i s  t ime to  pass  the  respons ib i l i t i es  to  someone who w i l l

take  CAAM to  the  nex t  leve l  and he lp  to  bu i ld  a  s t ronger  communi ty .

V incent  Mar ,  Pres ident
December  '10 .  2008


