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The Voice of Peace Event Organizing Committee Holds a Press Conference on the 
Minnesota Chinese American Preparation to Commemorate the 70th Anniversary 
of Chinese War of Resistance against Japanese.  
 
St Paul, May 2, 2015 - The Voice of Peace event organizing committee held a press 
conference in St Paul on Saturday, May 2, 2015. All nine committee members were 
present at the conference. Deputy Consul General Wang Yong and the Overseas Chinese 
Division Consul Cen Jiande from the Chinese Consulate General in Chicago made 
special appearances at the conference.  
 
Approximately 60 members from the general public attended the press conference. 
Among the attendees were people from all walks of life including some of Minnesota’s 
famous Chinese artists. They represented various Voice of Peace event organizing and 
supporting groups, individuals and media outlets in the local Chinese community. 
 
“Our intention of organizing this large scale community commemorating event is to help 
remind all kind-hearted people of the aspiration and pursuit for peace, make them work 
together to prevent a repetition of the historical tragedy suffered by the Chinese people 
and safeguard the outcomes of World War II. We will show the world what great 
contributions China made in the course of fighting fascism. We wish to promote and to 
strengthen the joint effort made between China and the United States in maintaining 
world peace. We also wish to instill in the future generations of ours the lessons of 
history while cherishing the peace.” Vincent Mar, the chairperson of the Voice of Peace 
event organizing committee said in his statement. He said the commemorating event will 
demonstrate that the “Chinese people’s war of resistance againt Japanese invasion played 
an important part in building confidence among the Allies of China’s role, and that “the 
Chinese people paid a huge sacrifice.” He emphasized three main principles of the event 
determined by the committee: “Respecting history, highlighting the theme and 
encouraging community participation.” 
 
Mr. Bingwen Yan, the co-chair of the committee shared insights and information on the 
event framework from initial planning to the forming of the committee as well as the 
organizational structure, and explained the individual department's mission and goals. 
 
Members of the committee who are in charge of various departments of Performance, 
Symposium, Exhibition, PR, Fundraising also gave their speeches and provided their 
work progress in each department. 
 



Deputy Consul General Wang Yong also spoke. He stated that the Minnesota Chinese 
"Voice of Peace" campaign deserves full recognition and praise. He expressed strong 
support for the work of the organizing committee. He also called for the majority of 
Chinese people in the community to actively participate in this far-reaching event. Finally, 
he wished the event a success. 
 
The members of the organizing committee responded to the questions concerning the 
performing artist selection, event agenda and fundraising channels raised by the audience 
members from Chinese Students and Scholars Association (CSSA), Minnesota Chinese 
Dance Theater (MCDT) and Tsinghua Alumni Association of Minnesota (TAA-MN) etc. 
 
The press conference was well received. A well-known female artist, Pei Shen, from the 
audience shared her family story during the Japanese invasion, and pledged to donate 
$3,000 to support the event. Currently, there are more than thirty Chinese organizations 
in the community that have chosen to participate. 
 
About “Voice of Peace” Event 
Chinese American Association of Minnesota (CAAM), Minhua Chorus, Minnesota 
Minghua Chinese School and China Tribune will be the leading organizers to host a 
series of festivities commemorating the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II and 
the Chinese war of resistance against Japanese. The event is set for an entire day on 
October 24, 2015 in St Paul. The theme of this event is “Voice of Peace.” During the 
event, there will be historical photographs and documents on display, a public lecture by 
a WWII veteran, and music and dance performances with the main theme of War, Peace 
and Progress. Most of the activities including the performance and lecture will take place 
in Benson Great Hall at Bethel University. 
 
About “Voice of Peace” Event Organizing Committee  
2015 marks the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II and the Chinese war of 
resistance against Japanese. A worldwide commemoration, which Minnesota Chinese 
Americans can relate to, has been inaugurated. In 1995 and 2005 Minnesota Chinese 
organized similar events to recognize the 50th and 60th anniversaries. Beginning in 
January 2015, some of the community advocates began to discuss commemorating the 
70th anniversary of these events. The event organizing committee was thus formed in 
April to undertake this important mission. The committee wishes to further deepen 
community engagement by increasing awareness and participation in fundraising and 
volunteer opportunities, and to solicit strong public support from the community through 
releasing a series of detailed procedures and information covering areas such as 
fundraising, donations and volunteer participation.  
 
 Organizers and Sponsors:  
 Chinese American Association of Minnesota 
Minhua Chorus 
Minghua Chinese School 
China Tribune 

 



 Supporting Organizations (In alphabetical order):  
American Academy of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine 
American Chinese Physician Association of Minnesota 
CAAM Chinese Dance Theater 
Chang Qing Senior Care Center 
China Center of University of Minnesota   
China Insight                                                 
Chinese American Business Association of Minnesota (CABAM) 
Chinese Heritage Foundation  
Chinese Senior Citizen Society  
Chinese Social Service Center 
Chinese Student Association of Macalester College  
Chinese Student Association of St. Cloud State University  
Chinese Students & Scholars Association at University of 
Minnesota 
Confucius Institute of University of Minnesota 
Huaxia Chinese School 
Hunan Folks Association of Minnesota  
Kangle Adult Day Care Center 
Little Swan Dance Studio 
Meilin Art Studio 
Midwest Chinese American Association  
Minnesota Chinese Dance Theater 
Minnesota Chinese Opera 
Minnesota International Chinese School 
Minnesota Chinese Information Technology Association 
MN Chinese Day Care & Learning Center 
Mu Zi Chorus 
Peking University Alumni Association of Minnesota 
State Farm 
Tea House Chinese restaurant 
Tsinghua Alumni Association of Minnesota  
Twin Cities Chinese Dance Center 
US-Jiangxi Development Association  
Xu Qian Music Studio 
Yu Cai Chinese School 

  (To be continued.) 
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